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8 Believer' confi, Kc. 


| 2 Tun. iv. 7, "99 
I have fot bt a good fight, I have fail wy 


courſe, I have 4% the faith. Hencęfortb pF | 


is laid up for me a crown of Righteo e. which 
| the Lord, the righteous Fudge fal'g 


that day : and not to me only, 
that love his appearing. 


unto all them 


"OF 3 were the 1 words of St. paul 


at the concluſion of a laborious life, juſt 

when he was giving the finiſhing ſtroke to his 
contending foes. When he girded on the harneſs 
it was well : and the ſtrength he derived from 


that excellent promuſe, * e is ſufficient for. ; : 3 
fre . weakneſs, © 


thee : for my ſtrength is 
enabled him to withſtand the repeated onſets, and 


to brave out the laſt grand attack. + None of theſe — 


grove me at 


©: 


* * "a 

1 
a A 

8 


things move me; neither count I my life dear une 


myſelf, ſo that I might finiſh my courſe with j Joys and : 1 
the miniſtry which 7 have received of the Lord Fus. 
to teftify the goſpel of the grace of God. Having 


LE: 


fought hard, and ran perſeveringly he now is a= 


bout to put off his harneſs ; ; and a glorious. put- 


ting off it is; he puts it off, not as a coward, but 


a complete victor. His ts ot increaſed, as bis 
_ dangers approached ; and, when 


© 2 Cor, xii. 8 F Acts xx. 24+ 


the ſolemn in- — 
2 of death appeared in view, he, as it bo”. 
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| Were, met them, by ſaying; I am now ready to 
be offered, and r + m IL at 
hand. J have fought a good fizht, I have finiſhed 
my courſe, I have kept the faith, Kc. 
From the words of my text the two following 
things may be deduced : _ Bs 
I. The ſatisfaction he takes in a retroſpect of 
his-paſt life, I have fought &c: Sq 
II. The joy with which he looks forward to 
the life of Glory he ſhould enjoy hereafter. And, 
I. Reſpecting the ſatisfaction he takes in a re- 
troſpect of his paſt life, I have fought a good 
fight. The life, that God's people live here, is 
frequently ſet forth, as a life of contention with 
enemies of a peculiar kind to them: hence we 
hear the Apoſtle ſaying, * For though we walk in 
.the fleſh, wwe do not war after the fleſh ; for the wea- _ 
Pons F our warfare are not carnal, (hut mighty 
through God to the pulling dewn of ferong holds : 
. caſting down imaginations, and wy igh thing that 
_exalteth. itſelf againſt the knowl:dge of God,. and 
bringing into captivity every thought to the obedi- 


= cence of. Chrih, 1 
=... They come againſt every chriſtian as ſcon as 
Leerer he begins ta be the follower af the deſpiſed 
E > _Nazarene. Then immediately the devil and the 
World, both powerful and ſubtle enemies, come 
"againſt us. From hence we begin to enter into 
Fenn engagement with principalities and pdtvers, 
and with the rulers of the darkneſs of this world, 
dd ſpiritual wickedneſs in high places; enemies 
that ſeck unweariedly our ruin. ; ® 
It is not my defign to point out to you the 
| 2. For. X. 3, 4 .. j 
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particulars. of the chriſtian's warfare here. - The 


conſtant ſtrivings that there are between him that 


is born after the fleſh, and him that- is born after 
the ſpirit ; the continual onſets the enemy makes 


upon our corrupt inclinations, to bring us into 


captivity ; his ſecret workings, his ſubtle per- 
ſuaſions, and his crafty devices, come in ſuch ya- 


rious ways, that it requires divine light to diſcern, 


divine power to refiſt, divine wiſdom to direct, and 


divine ſtrength to perſevere, through all the diſ- 
couragements he lavs in our way. This fight ad- 
mits of no ceſſation; but muſt be inceſſantly , 
maintained 'till the chriſtian enters heaven as a 


complete victor, Paul was one that endured 
hardneſs, as a good ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
therefore joins precept to example, when writin 


to his ſon Timothy: Fight the good fight of faith.* 
It is a good fight; inaſmuch as they are ena- 
bled to endure all things, if they call to remem- Wh 


brance former days, in which, after they were: 1. 


luminated, they endured a great fight of afflictions. 


They have God on their fide, no wonder they en- 


dure: they have truth for their girdle, no wonder 
they are valiant ; they have Chriſt for their ſhield, 


no wonder they quench the violence of fire, eſca 
the edge of the ſword, out of weakneſs are made 


ſtrong, valiant in fighting, and to complete the 


whole, turn to flight the armies -of the aliens. 
With heavenly weapons the chriſtian fights the 
Lord's battles : for Ke ed his hands to war, 


and his fingers to fight; and equips him for the 
battle. And who, with ſuch animating views as 
Paul had would not dare to confront the ene 


1 Tim. vi. 12. 
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my; Who ſhall ſeparate us from the love ef 

rin ? Shall nur. th or diſtreſs, or perſecu- 
tion, or famine, or nakedneſs, or peril, or ſword ? 
As it is written, for thy ſake we are killed all the 
day long: we are accounted as ſheep for the 
laughter. Nay in all theſe things we are more 
than conquerors through him that loved us. For 


I am perſuaded that neither death nor life, nor 


angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
preſent, nor things to come, nor height, nor 


depth, nor any other creature, ſhall be able to ſe- 


parate us from the love of God which is in 
Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. F Again; _ | 
The Apoftle tells us, he had finiſhed his courſe - 


viz. he had completed his journey: he had done 
the work aſſigned him: he had zealouſly preach- 


ed the goſpel of Chriſt wherever he went: he 


had lived the goſpel: and now he was ready to 
die, and ſeal his teſtimony of the goſpel. with his 
blood. He had proved the Lord's promiſe, that 
he giveth power to the faint, and to them that 
have no might, he increaſeth ſtrength : therefore 
he had run his courſe, and he had reaſon to be 
_ "abundantly thankful, for he had not been weary 
nor had he fainted in his mind. Laſtly, 
Hie had kept the faith : and faith is ſometimes 
to be taken for the grace of faith, and ſometimes 
for the do&rine of faith. If we take it in the for- 
mer ſenſe, we find by his own confeſſion, he 


- walked by faith not by fight, * that is, he ſtood WF 
g of another, he walked in the 47 

ſtrength of another, he truſted to the help of an- 

: other, and was glad to be beholden for his falva- 8 


tion 


AN DP SAINTS CORONATION. 7 


tion to another. He found it his duty to obey 
God's command, and place unbounded confidence 
in his promiſe; he ſaw Noah had done ſo when 
God commanded him to build an ark to the fa- 
ving of himſelf and family and when there was 
but little probability of the world being drowned: 
but he believed in the Lord and acted according- 
ly. So by faith Abraham, when he was called to 
leave his country and kindred, to go into a place 
which he ſhould after receive for an inheritance, 
obey'd and went out, not knowing whither he 
went ; and our Apoſtle tells us, the life he lived in 
the fleſh, was by the faith of the ſon of God.“ 

But I apprehend it was the doctrine of faith, 


which the Apoſtle has an eye to here, the faith - 


once delivered to the ſaints, the goſpel Nax of the 
ſalvation of ſinners from the ruins of the fall, by 
the obedience and death of God the Son, mani- 
feſt in the fleſh ; together with the operations of 

God the Holy Ghoft, to work faith, and repent- 
ance, in the heart, making us capable of enjoy- 
ing his favour on earth, and his preſence in hea- 
ven. And this he faithfully preached wherever he 
carne, at the hazard- of his life, in wearineſs, and 
painfulneſs, in watchings often, in hunger and 
thirſt, in faſtings often, in cold-and nakedneſs. He 
takes the Epheſian church to record, that he had 
kept back nothing that was profitable to them ; 
but had ſhewed them and taught them publickly 
and from houſe to houſe, teſtifying both -to the 
Jews and alſo to the Greeks repentance toward 
= God, and faith toward our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. + 
He zcalouſly defended it againſt all innovators of 
| a Gal, uu. 20. 1 Acts xx. 20, 21. 
. | Its” 
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it, notwithſtanding thoſe that would pervert. it 
not giving place by ſubjection to falſe brethren, 
no, not for an hour, that the truth of the goſpel 
might continue with the church, . withſtanding, 


even Peter to the face when he was to be blamed... 


Thus he had fought a good fight, finiſhed his 
courſe, and kept the faith. Now we proceed to- 
conſider, jonrgA e ä 


II. With what joy he looks forward to the 


life of glory he ſhould enjoy hereafter. Hence- 
forth there is laid up for me a crown of righte- 
ouſneſs which the Lord tlie righteous Judge ſhall 
give me at that day: and not to me only, but un- 
to all them that love his appearing. 
What an encouraging proſpect ! How anima- 
ted his hopes! And with what unſpeakable joy 
he anticipates the gracious Rach 

day be in the poſſeſſion of. Henceforth there 


is laid up for me a crown ; mark the emphaſis, 


ME : he knew it for himfetf. He had the teſti- 
mony within, that God was faithful to his. pro- 
miſe; and that promife was his ſupport, Bleſſed 


is the man that endureth temptation ;. for when 


he is tried, he ſhall receive the crown of life, 
which the Lord hath promiſed to them that love 


in his Lord's ſervice, and was not aſhamed of his 


* 


goſpel amongſt the learned and great, yet he had 


Per 8 temptations, and fears, to exerciſe his 
mind withal. At one time, he received a thorn in 
the fleſh ; at another his fears were exerciſed, leſt 
when coming to Corinth he ſhould not find the 
people fuch as he would; and that he ſhould be 


p 8 ; . , ” 
® Tomes i. 12. 


. found 


eff led. Aw TLood 


e ſhall one 


him. * And though St. Paul was a bold champion t 
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AND SAINT'S CORONA TION: 9 
found unto them ſuch as they would not; leſt 
there be debates, envyings, wrath, ſtrifes, back - 
bitings, whiſperings, ſwellings, tumults; and left 
when I come again, my God will humble me a- 
mong you, and that I ſhall bewail many which 
have finned already, and have not repented of the 
uncleanneſs, and fornication, and laſciviouſneſs, 
which they have committed. | BT 
Where is the chriſtian that will not ſay with 
David; I had fainted, unleſs I had believed ? And 
God's comforting promiſe to his church and peo=- 
ple has ever proved ſufficient for them in the 
worſt of times. e 
Fear none of thoſe things which thou ſhalt ſuf- 
fer: Behold ! The devil ſhall caſt ſome of you 
into priſon, that you may be tried: and ye ſhall 
have tribulation ten days: Be thou faithful unto 
death; and I will give thee a crown of life. Mark 
the excellency of this crown. It is 4 crown of 
righteouſneſs. Take notice of the foundation of 
his confidence, that he ſhall partake of it; it is 
2 righteous Judge, that ſhall give it him: No _ 
wonder to hear him ſaying, for to me to live is 
Chriſt, and to die is gain: and he had fo clear a 
proſpect of the great gain that would redound to 
the trium hant believer, that you hear him pre- 
ſently ſaying, I have a deſire to depart, and to be 
with Chrift which is far better. Then would he 
fully enjoy what he had fo bright a proſpect of, 
and join the company of all thoſe 9 love his 
appearing. 33533 c 8 | 
Are you ready to aſk, what it is the Apoſtle is 
looking for ? I anſwer ; it is a crown, agreeable 
to John's words in _ Revelations, where the 
| 3 four 


Fe: force of unconquerable love in ſuch a manner, that [ 
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four and twenty elders had on their heads crowns 
of gold: * And I make no doubt but our Apoſtle 
ſtands to make up one of the number, though he 
was, as he himſelf declares, as one born out of 
due time. And to the ſame purpoſe does the A- 
{tle Peter ſpeak, when deſcribing the duty of 
Iders: The elders «which are among you, I exhort,' | 
who am alſo an elder, and a witneſs of the ſufferings | 
7 Chrift, and alſo a partaker of the glory that ſhall | 
revealed : feed the flock of God which is among 
you, taking the overſight thereof, not by conſtraint, 
but willingly ; not for filthy lucre, but of a read iy | 
mind ; neither as bein g lords over God's heritage, but 
being enſamples to the' flock and when the chief | 
Shepher ſhall appear, ye ſhall recerve a crown of 
glory that fadeth not away. + This crown of glory 
is laid up for the ſaints: Chriſt as their head and | 
forerunner, has taken poſſeſſion of it already for 
them. TI go, he fays, to prepare a place for i 
you; for where I am, there ſhall alſo my ſervant 8 
be, to behold my glory. This crown ſhall be 
given him. Chriſt, the righteous Judge, his 
faithful, his unchangeable friend, to whom he 
owed ſuch unbounded: conkilence, and felt the 


he could ſay, I am now ready to be offered, &c. | 
Who can tell the ſweetneſs of thoſe lovely words, 
which ſhall drop from the gracious lips of the a- 
dorable Redeemer ? He hath fought a good fight, 
he hath finiſhed his courſe; he hath kept the Aich, 3 
his be the reward of victory: enter into the Joy | 3 
of the Lord. I 
He mentions alſo the time; that” day, that 1 is on | 1 


* Rev. iv. 4. f 1 Peter v. 1, 2, 3, 4. | . 
. ij 
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the day of his diſſolution from the body, he was 
conſcious of the bliſsful ſtate he ſhould enter into: 
but more particularly on that day, when Jeſus 
ſhould come in the A AM Innumerable angels 
attend his approach, -who was born. in Bethlehem 


and groaned on Calvary. Only take notice of 


that triumphant aſſembly who, though once they 
laid among the pots of fin and miſery, are now 
made as a dove, whoſe wings are covered with fil- 


ver, and her feathers with yellow gold : and the 


' Apoſtle has the divine aſſurance, that he ſhall 


ſtand among that glorious throng, to receive his 
crown. Not I only, but a number, which no 


man can number, ſhall partake of all the rich 


bleſſings of the redeemed of the Lord. | 

Mark the confidence he ſpeaks with. Not he 
hopes all will be well at laſt, whether he has evi- 
_ dence of it or no (which too many who call them- 
ſelves chriſtians, and particularly in this town of 


Barton, where this goſpel is ſcarce known or de- 


fired) but our Apoſtle ſays, there moſt certainly is 


a crown of glory laid up pr me in heaven, where 


the laſt unalterable ſcene will be unfolded, and 
the believer have to ſay, O happy change ! Now | 


change ſhall be no more. 


Thus I have gone through what 1 oropalilh it 
and I think I may further add, that our venera- 


ble Patroneſs, who is lately removed from us by 
death, has thus fought a good fight, finiſhed her 
courſe, and kept the faith; and, I firmly believe, 
has had an-abundant entrance adminiſtered to her 
into the everlaſting kingdom of our Lord and Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt. 3 


The Right Honourable SEL INA, Counteſs 
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Dowager of Huntingdon ceaſed to be an inhabi- 
tant of this world on the 17th June 1791. Her 
name will be perpetuated to the end of time ;—to 
the end of time did I fay, nay, David fays, the 
Tighteous ſhall be in everlaſting remembrance, 
She 1s not enrolled with the rich and Right Hon- 
ourables for luxury and diffipation ; but among 
thoſe who came out of great tribulation, and waſh- 
ed their robes, and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. 3 
She was favoured with an eſpecial call to the 
knowledge of herſelf and Jeſus Chriſt in early life; 
and the opinion ſhe had of herſelf you ſhall have 
by and by in her own language. 5 
In a letter which I have by me ſhe ſays : Jam 
now entering into the eighty- fourth year of my 
age; and much bodily pain fills the greatet part 
„of my declining and evil days (but to the church 
© the was writing to ſhe ſays) you remain, as ever, 
near and dear to my heart: and will do fo, till my 
e laſt breath ceaſes to make me an inhabitant of 
earth, with theſe ſenſible feelings for you, while 
% my poor unworthiy labours can ſerve you, I have 
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* portance to the comfort of you all, how, the 

- 6. moſt faithfully to preſerve the pure and bleſſed 
4 goſpel cf Jeſus Chriſt among you, when I am 
gone. A variety of ways, my many hours of ſor- 

 * * rowful prayers and tears have ſuggeſted : and 
the ſettlement of my beſt meanings has many 
times been repeatedly put in execution; but alas! 
( where my beſt confidence has from time to time 

. $ been placed, the Lord has confounded it, I re- 
e ſolved therefore to make known my requeſt to 
pt * ce him 


* alſo with many an aching heart felt the vaſt im- 


"+ y & 


« in this matter; and though as an unprofitable 
&« ſervant, I am aſhamed before him of my poor 
« unworthy labours in his church for now more 
than fifty years, yet through grace he has made 
ye appeal to him and to you all, that in them 

have ſought you, not yours, and have ever 
counted jt my privilege to be thus free from all 
men, while for his ſake willing to become the 
« ſervant of all ; and ſuch I mean to remain while 
« I yet live for all or any thing you may. wiſh 


« of the Holy Ghoſt anointing ſuch ſent to you, 
grace, mercy and peace from the Lord Jeſus 
will preſerve you in him, in time, and fit you 
« for > 

„his heavenly hquſchold for eternity: and I ear- 
*« neſtly requeſt that you will take good heed to 
* that apoſtolic precept ; to beware of them whe- 
* ther miniſters or people, that would make divi- 
* fions among you; and to avoid them where-ever 
** found, and keep out party and faction. Make 
* ſacred alſo this ſcriptural maxim: fear God and 
* honour the King. Thus live in union, love and 
peace, and the God of love and peace ſhall be 


** your poor old door-keeper in the Lord's houſe, 
© and your ſervant for his ſake, FS, 


4 Poe, 
2 ch 1... 

” - „ 
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him alone for his only juſt and righteous will 


me a willing one; and I can Joyfully make my 


* from me; And by the wiſe, tender and ithful 7 
« care of our great High Prieſt over the whole, 
* and the one qualification by him of the baptiſm 


at divine inheritance provided by him for 


with you; and ever remember in your prayers 


- 


22 „„ 
Her particular affection for that dear man > # 
God, the late Rev. Mr, George Whitefield, uf , 
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14 THY BELIEVER'S CONFLICT, 
whom it might with the greateſt truth be ſaid in 
*his day that of all other miniſters he had laboured 
more abundantly, and his unwearied labours in the 
church of Chriſt are too well known to need re- 
capitulating in this place. The worthies who 
ſealed the truth with their blood in the eſtabliſhed 
church of old, and the whole troop of puritanic 
divines of a later date together with the noble 
army of divines who exchanged the militant for 

the triumphant church in our own day, have 
hailed that dear mother in Iſrael, our truly vene- 
rable and Right Honourable patroneſs into the 

joy of her Lord. Hallelujah | 3 
Indeed her equal no hiſtory ue out that I 

have ever ſeen or expect to ſee, ſuch genuine piety 

. as is rare to be ſeen, marks her affectionate regard 
for the church of Chriſt to the laſt period of her 
exiſtence. I fee! (ſaid ſhe) for their ſouls; and 

though it may be faid, many daughters have done 
virtuouſly, yet our Honoured Lady has excelled 

"them all; for her own works will praiſe her in 
o 1 

Could the have had the opportunity of addreſ- 

Ang thoſe miniſters immediately under her direc- i 
tion, as her laſt legacy to them; ſhe would, me- 


© *#hinks; have chofen the language of our Apoſtle 


10 his ſon Timothy: I charge you therefore be- 
fore God and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall Wl 
— * quick and the dead at his appearing and 
his kingdo 


m. Preach the word: be inſtant in 


feaſon, out of ſeaſon: reprove, rebuke, exhort 

with all long ſuffering and doctrine. For the time 
will come, when they will not endure ſound doc- 
ttine; but after their own luſts ſhall they heap to 
B themſelves 


* 
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themſelves teachers, having itching ears. And 
they ſhall turn away their ears from. the truth, and 

ſhall be turned unto fables ; but be ye watch- 

ful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work . 
of evangeliſts : make full proof of your miniſtry ; 

for the time of my departure is at hand. I have 
fought, ' *- OO | 3 e 
The Rev. Mr. Rippon, when preaching a fu- 
neral ſermon for that dear and venerable man f 
God, Doctor Andrew Gifford, ſays, ** Amongſt - 
„the numerous correſpondents the Doctor had, 
* theſe he may name; the Marquis of Lothian, © 
the Earl of Halifax, Lord Dartmouth, Lady 

_ * Buchan, Lady Huntingdon; and others. Some 
letters to the Doctor which he had ſeen. among 

* his papers from the firſt and the laſt of theſe 
i reſpectable names, confirm his high opinion f 
* the true religion of both; and conſtrain him 
* to believe that the Noble Marquis, who has 
left our world, was a ſecond Gaius, and to call 

© the elect Lady Huntingdon, Gaia, diſtinguiſhed 

* from others not by empty titles only; but by an 

© hearty attatchment to the religion of a_crucifi- 

* ed Jeſus, and, by perſonal proſperity of ſoul.” | 
This mother in Iſrael is now no more, but is gone 


to joys on high, to tune her harp with the redeem 
ed of the Lord in glory. May the Lord haſten on 

the time, when according to ſcripture prophecy, ==} 
kings ſhall be nurſing fathers, and their. queens 
nurſing mothers to the church of our adorable. Re- 
deemer. * And I mention theſe characters to:you, 1 
my friends, who deſpiſe the followers of the meek 5 
and lowly Jeſus, ſet at nought the doctrines of his 

5 ah ix. 23. A 
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ſpel, and think that religion may do very well 
| 5/0 mean and baſe, br is no * befitting 
the character of a gentleman : but remember, 
- Sirs, if the religion of Chriſt crucified is your 
ſtumbling- block, and his croſs which demands 
a a refiouncing of the world deſpiſed by you; do not 
think it ſtrange ſhould you find one day, that you 
ate as much deſpiſed by him, as he and his fol- 
lowers now are by you. And if you afk when 
that will be; Jude tells us in his epiſtle, Behold 
the Lord cometh with ten thouſands of his ſaints, 
to execute judgment upon all, and to convince 
all that are ungodly among them of all.their un- 
godly deeds, which they e ungodly commit- 
tea, and of all their hard ſpeeches, which ungod- 
* ly finners have ſpoken againſt him. * May the 
Lord be pleafed to ſweep away your refuge, fand 
make you partakers of redemption in a Saviour's 
blood that when you die, you may, with our 
pious Lady, fweetly ſteep in Jeſus. 33 
ler religious principles were ſtrictly calyiniſ- 
tical, which ſhe maintained with great warmth; Mt 
2 warmth, that proceeded from, I doubt not, a Ml 
fim perſuaſion of their truth and importance: 
pet amidſt all her zeal, which was accompanied 
s with undiſſembled piety, as well as unſhaken in- 
tegrity, ſhe had a charitable and affectionate re- 
gard for thoſe who held the grand leading princi- 
ples of chriſtianity, tending to exalt and magnify 
the free grace of God in the redemption and fal . 
vation of finners, maintaining the importarice of 
good works, and indeed their indiſpenſable ne- 
ceflity, as the fruit of the regenerating influence 


FO ® Jude ver. ww 


4 
* 
x O \, 
* a 1 7 
- % 8 * . 
Ll * (> 
*S 7. * 
Fe 2 4 iy 
) 4 » a 
„ * * <4 
4 BY 
2 * 
1 


AND SAINT'S CORONATION: 17 


of the Holy Spirit, to the character of the real 
chriſtian: and as ſhe was herſelf moſt exemplary in 
her converſation ; ſo ſhe heartily concurred in every 
meaſure to diſcountenance a licentious conduct, 

eſpecially in thoſe who made a profeſſion of re- 


Chriſt was wounded in, the houſe of his pretended 8 

ex. as well as the j joy ſhe expreſſed when ti- © 

s of a different kind were brought her! Nor 

1 oh (I am perſuaded) the remembrance of theſe 

things be egi eraſed from the minds of thoſe 

who have had the honour of being conſtantly 
with her. 


« On the 7th ( October 1772; ſhe went down to 


| « her college in Wales, for the purpoſe of ſending 


« ſome miſſionaries to America; the affairs reſpect- 


ing the college in Georgia being fully fettled, 
Lady Huntmgdon's intention was, to carry into 


execution that, which ſhe believed; would moſt 
effectually be the mean of promoting the xnow- 
JW © ledge of Chriſt in the various provinces of Ay. 


« merica. Her Ladyſhip propoſed a meeting at the 
G« codes, in Wales, that the calls of fuch ſtudents 
« as offered themſelves to the work of the Lord a- 
& broad might be examined. Therefore on the ſe- 
&* cond of October, Lady Huntingdan, with ſeveral 
« of her miniſters, ſet out from Briſtol, and arrived 
« at Abergavenny in the evening : next morning 
tc they ſet out ; it rained very hard, and the waters 
* were much out, which was the ee | 

part of the journey; but even this had its bleſ- 


« ting : for they experienced the Lord's faithful- 


* nels to his 3 that in paſting a them, 


ligion; What grief ſhe felt; when at any tine, 


_ ——— ͥ́ — — 
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45 crament was adminiſtered in the chapel, and at 


ers were read, the miniſter, who was the 


« thereby. For the Lord is our judge, the Lord is our 


for the ſubject of his diſcourſe, not long before 


* they ſhould not overflow them. They arrived 
e fafe at the college at four o'clock on ſaturday 
te afternoon. Th& ſtudents received her Ladyſhip 
« and the miniſters at the gate with an hymn : 


9 Welcome, welcome, bleſſed ſervants, &c.” 
On ſunday morning at eight o clock, the ſa- 


« eleven o'clock; the ſervice began: after the wy 
ON. 

« and Rev. Mr. Shirley, preached from Iſaiah 
„ xxxiii. 20, 21, 22 ver. Look upon Zion, the city of 
« our * ſolemmities : thine eyes ſhall ſee e pic! a 
« quiet habitation, a tabernacle that ſhall not be taken 

&« down ; not one of the flakes theregf ſhall ever be re- 
cc 8 neither ſhall any of the cords thereof be bro- 
« ten. But there the glorious Lord noill be unto us a 
* glace of broad rroers and flreams ; wherein ſhall go 


1 10 galley with cars, neither ſhall gallan ſhips paſs 


% lawgiver, the Lord is our king ; he will Jave us. 
It was remarkable, that in the morning Lady 
« Huntingdon open'd the bible on thoſe words; uy 

1 was ſo Kuck with the ſweetneſs and blefling that 
<« was upon them, that her Ladyſhip read them to 
more than one - perſon, who happened to come 
« into the room. This circumſtance Mr. Shiri 

vas entirely ignorant of; but was fo particularly 
led to that portion of ſcripture, as to chuſe it 


« he went into the chapel, in preference to ano- 
ether he had intended to preach from: and from 
6s the life and bleſſing there was upon it, and him, 


ah it 


A 
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« it ſeemed as if it had been choſen by the Lord 
« for Him, Rady ys, | | 
The next day, Lady Huntingdon went into the 
*« ſtudy, and laid before the ſtudents the cauſe of 
« the preſent meeting: this ſhe did in a few words, 
« in the ſimpleſt manner poſſible, and unattended 
« with any thing that could in the leaſt bias their 
minds in Mvor of going. On the contrary, ſhe 
e ſet their difficulties before them, with the ful- 
<« leſt aſſurance at the ſame time, that ſhe had no 
* with for any one of them to take a ſingle ſtep in 
* it, farther than their hearts were clearly drawn 
* to it by the Lord; and that her kindeſt care and 
* protection would alike at all times be over thoſe, 
* who ſtayed, as well as thoſe who went: and 
* earneſtly entreated them to make it a matter of 
« fervent prayer to the Lord, that he would ſhew 
„ them his mind and will concerning it.“ | 
Thus, after fifty years of- unwearied diligence, 
and indefatigable labour in promoting the Re- 
deemer's intereſt: in the world, our Honourable 
friend and patroneſs has fought a good fight, has 
finiſhd her courſe, and kept the faith. Write 
therefore: Bleſſed are the dead which die in the 
Lord from henceforth: yea, ſaith the ſpirit, that 
they may reſt from their labours; and their works 
do follow them“ 
| What remains, but that I addreſs myſelf to 
this audience in general, and to you my friends, 
the members of this congregation in particular? 
That it is appointed to all men once to die, is 
the awful and juſt conſequence of ſin; for as ſin 
Rev. xiv. 13. | 7 
E41 entered 


—— 
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' 


{Sateen into the world, and death by fin | ſo 
death paſſed upon all men, for that all have fin- 
ned, death to every perſon is the entrance of hap- 
ineſs or miſery to all eternity? Whenever there- 
bre there is a removal by death of any of our fel- 
low creatures from amongſt us, there is a loud 
call for each one to examine himſelf, what reaſon 
he has to believe, or hope, he ſhall eſcape that 
tribulation and anguiſh, that, the Apo le tells 
you, will be upon every ſoul of man har doeth 
evil: but, moſt aſſuredly, there is ſomething "Fi 
larming in ſuch providences as theſe ; I mean the 
deceaſe of ſo excellent and venerable a perſon as 
ſhe, upon whoſe character and death I have been 
addreſſing you. Moſt certainly, my brethren, 
the ſubſtantial truths, which the goſpel declares, 
are the comfort and ſtrength of chriſtians through 
life, and their ſupport'i in the hour of death, God's 


dear people always find them to be ſo. Indeed I 


may fay of our elect Lady, Chriſt was the object 


of all her defire ; ſhe had lived upon Chriſt ; the 
had promoted Chriſt; ſhe had gloried in the eroſs | 
of Chriſt ; and * N ſhe came to die, ſhe was to 
die in Chriſt. And oh ! what a dying is this! Who 
could not join the ſweet finger of Iſrael, and ſay, 


Oh could we dis ich thoſe that die, 
And place us in their ſtead ! 5 


However, the Apoſtle bee us, that mY we 


believe that Jeſus. died and roſe again; even ſo 
them alſo which ſleep in _ will Boe bring 
With him. * | 


* * ” 
1 Theſ f iv. 14. | 
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Do I ſpeak to a thoughtleſs fellow mortal in 
nis fins ? May this loud call be a warning ſound: 
to thy ſoul. If thou hear not that goſpel that is 
publiſhed and is proclaimed-1n thine ears by the 
reachers of the word ; if thou believe not in the- 
; par Jeſus Chriſt, thou muſt ſhortly go down to 
the duſt without hope. There is no exchange for 
W thy ſoul unleſs thou partake in the redemption of 
| Jeſus who having put away fin by the ſacrifice 
of himſelf, is ſet down at the right hand of the 
| Father and is able to fave them to the uttermoſt 
that come unto God by hin. 
BVirs, what foundation are you upon, and how 
ſtand matters between God and your ſouls ? Was 
there ever a time, when you were brought to feel 
your own guilt, and the deceitfulneſs of your own 
hearts? You know that you muſt one day die, and _ 
after that, be brought to judgment. Do you feel 
an unwillingneſs to die, and an unfitneſs toftand _ 
at the bar of God, becauſe of the innumerable - 
ſins that hang over your heads? Oh! look to the 
Lord, and be ſaved. Many poor ſelf- condemned 
ſinners have been enabled to behold Jeſus on the 
croſs, have ſeen Chriſt made fin for them, and found 
redemption in the blood of Jeſus, the forgiveneſs 
of all their fins : for, by the interpoſition of Chriſt, 
it is a righteous thing with God abundantly to 
pardon geg tranſgreſſion and ſin. I can aſ- 
ſure you, the Counteſs of Huntingdon was one, 
WE: who rejoiced in theſe precious truths; but ſhe is 
g dead, and gone: and may we be not ſlothful, 
but followers of them, who through faith and 
- patience inherit the promiſes. But I fear there 
LM fs. ._- are 
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are many in this congregation 5 who are without 
any ſcriptural evidence of perſonal intereſt in for- 
giving grace. If you live without a defire of par- 
don, of pardon in God's way through Jeſus Chriſt, 
and die fo, it will ere long be ſaid, ſuch and ſuch | 
an one 1s dead ; but he died in his fins. 

You cannot: but admire the character of our 
truly amiable friend; but you are not yet, no, 
not yet heartily on the Lord's ſide. Almighty 
God, draw finners to Calvary. May they flee 
to Jeſus, the ſinner's friend, and 1 eſcape the 
wrath to come. 

Shall I now addreſs myſelf to you, who ſtatedly 
meet in this place? Your patroneſs is gone: you 
will never hear from her any more : but remem- 
ber though ſhe is gone, Jeſus Chriſt is the ſame 
ne to-day, and for ever. Preſept your fer- 
vent and united prayers to him, that this breach 
may be repaired after his own heart. What is 
man? He is the ſon of Adam : he is taken from 
the ground : ſoon his breath goeth forth, he re- 
turneth to his earth. In that very day his thoughts 
periſh, Lo! here an inſtance. Behold and la- 
ment. She that contended with the enemy in the 
gate, whom the adverſary feared, a principal mo- 
ther in Iſrael is fallen, and is no more. She is 
viiled in filence and darkneſs: her face is now 
covered for-ever.—Alas ! thoſe eyes, once intent 
night and day, neither weary nor dim to the laſt 
in peruſing the facred oracles of God,. are now 
cloſed in perpetual darkneſs, That tongue, uh 
rejoiced to ſing: 

Redeeming love has been my theme, 
258 And ſhall be till I die, 32" 
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hand that guided the pen with affectionate ad- 
dreſſes to a people, to gladden their hearts, it 
may be, by directing them a miniſter, is periſhed 
in the duſt. Ah is breathleſs corpſe was on 
the zoth day of June depoſited in the family. 
vault of her anceſtors, at Aſhby de la Zouch in 
Leiceſterſhire, but in good hope of its part in the 
teſurrection of the juſt, when the chief ſhepherd. 
ſhall appear, and reward his faithful ſervants with 


now, my friends, which of us is to have the next 
funeral ſermon preached, God can only tell: it 
may be he that is preaching ;'or it may be 2 
Will the Lord, at the Judgment-day ſay: Come 
ours in. the great day: ... 


— 


4 tionate partings; but the hour is ſwi tly approach - 


| Y ing, when our meetings and partings ſhall be end 


ed, and we ſhall part to meet no more in this vale 
of tears. But, bleſſed be God, the time is haſ- 
tening on towards the arrival of that period, when 


— 


more for ever. + 


pound in a world that is ſwiftly going to decay, 
and whoſe foundation muſt ſhort] 


the_nextſabbath one that heard this ſermon apparently in health and ſtrength, 
and ſtrength, was cut dawn alſo, 


4 grave 


is now ſealed up, and motionleſs. That precious 


a crown of glory, which fadeth not away. And 


ye bleſſed ?” God grant mercy and peace may be | 
We have had affectionate meetings and 10 Fr 


the redeemed of the Lord hall meet to part no 


In a word,.ſhall the healthful and ſtrong, the 
rich and beautiful, vainly ſuppoſe after all, tha 
ſold ſubſtantial permanent happineſs is to be 


y periſh ? The 
So true is that faying in the midſt of life, we are in death: for befor 
was a breathleſs corpſe before that day fortnight, another hearer, in health 


- A r 


"lp ſhall be faid that ry are in your dying mo- 


thoſe which were but for a time? No honours 


from entering your habitation. For neither riches 


«deareſt friends, are continually torn from your 


change ; it is good to have a friend that changes 


_ at human woe. He is a covert in eve 


is removed to; ſhe laboured in the church of 


we will ſay, farewel, till the reſurrection day: 
15 when that which was ſown in diſhonour and 


LY 
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opens to receive thouſands daily ; and ſoon 


ments: but your fou deathleſs. It will run 
parallel with eternity. And where my young, 


gay friends; will you find pleaſures to enjoy for 
eternity; when you only ſought. fatisfaCtion in 


can command the king of terrors, nor charge him 


can bribe,” nor can pleaſures ward off the ſtroke 
of death : and; as. a writer obſerves, ce God is 
* continually writing vanity, vanity on all your en- 
* joyments, by his awful providences, and ſ 
* ing with a voice louder than thundef. Your pa 
< rents, your tminifters, your princes, your nobles, 
* your guardians, your brothers, your ſiſters, your 


« bleeding boſoms and broken Vaart Situated 
as we are, in a world that is hourly given to 


not, Shofs tender heart is always the fame, and 


|, a refuge in every ſtorm : he only can 
= ng us through the troubles of life, and ſup- 

rt us in the "a of death. 
With reſpe& to the departed ſaint, who has 
ately left our world at th age of eighty- four, 
there is no difficulty in faying, where ſuch an one 


Chriſt, and lived by faith in Chrift, for more i 
than fifty years: to this golden lamp of heaven 8 


ſhameful 


Wn 


Anh six s condnarion, af 
ſhameful pütrefaction, . ſhall be raiſed in glory; 
and Jeath ſhall be ſwallowed up in victory. 
een may comfort themſelves, that death, 


the laſt enemy ſhall be deſtroyed. He will fred» 
low up death in victory; ak the Lord God will 
wipe away tears from off all faces, and he which 
teſtifieth theſe things; faith, ſurely I come quiek- 
ly. Oh! that Fes ſoul attending here could 


cordially * Amen. Even fo; come 1 * 
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_ the SERMON. 
[OW by our mourning hearts revive, = 
And all our tears = © WANTED 
Why ſhould thoſe eyes be drown'd in eric, 
Which view a Saviour nigh. 


What tho' the arm of conq ring death, 
Does God's own houſe invade ; 
What tho' the Guardian and the Prieſt, 
Be number'd with the dead. 
Tho' ea guardians dwell in uſt, 
5 l youn 
The web. 5 eye in Le clos'd, 
And mute th' inſtructive tongue. 
The eternal Guardian ſtill ſurvives, , 
New comfort he imparts ; 
His eye ſtill guides us and his voice, 


Lo, I am with you faith the Lord, 


x I will ne'er forſake my own, 
oſe ſouls in me confide, „ 


ee ev'ry ſcene of life and death, 

This promiſe is our truſt; 

And this ſhall be our children ſong, 
Wir we are cold i in duſt, 


Still animates our hearts. N 


Nay church ſhall ſafe abide ; Ro 


| 


